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Sulzbacher Center Awarded Federal Grant to Expand Health Services

 to the BeachesCommunity

JACKSONVILLE, FLA. (September 16, 2008) – Soon, the beaches community will have a dramatic increase in health care options for uninsured and at-risk men, women , children and families  living in the communities of Jacksonville Beach Neptune Beach and Atlantic Beach. The Sulzbacher Center who has been working closely with The Beaches Community Healthcare Initiative, has been awarded an expansion grant to the center’s existing HRSA funding,. The federal grant which was announced August 7, 2008, will bring medical, dental and behavioral health services to the beaches. The name of the clinic will be “Beaches Community Healthcare, a Sulzbacher Center Clinic” and will be located at 850 Sixth Avenue South in Jacksonville Beach.

. Community support for the new clinic has been pledged by the Beaches Healthcare Initiative, which is a coalition of organizations including, Baptist Medical Center Beaches, Christ Episcopal Church, B.E.A.M. and more recently the Sulzbacher Center. The Beaches Healthcare Initiative has been working for over two years in trying to bring a clinic to the beach and was instrumental in developing community support for these critically-needed services. This coalition has formed a non-profit foundation that will provide financial, volunteer and other support to this new Beaches Clinic.

The Sulzbacher Center, who will run the operations of the clinic, has been in existence since December 5, 1995 and is Northeast Florida’s largest homeless facility, offering a full range of social services as well as primary, dental and behavioral health care to at risk and homeless populations of Jacksonville. The center has been offering health care since its inception and first received HRSA funding in 2001. 

In November 2007, Bank of America awarded the Sulzbacher Center with a Neighborhood Excellence Initiative Award. The award allowed the Sulzbacher Center to expand its HOPE Team program to the beaches. The HOPE Team serves the health care needs of homeless residents of the beaches communities with street outreach and linkage to services. The Sulzbacher Center is committed to working with the beaches community and providing as many resources as possible to its’ vulnerable populations.
The Sulzbacher Center provides the opportunity for homeless men, women and children to achieve a better life. The Center's comprehensive services include street outreach, daily meals, safe shelter, case management support, job placement assistance, substance abuse counseling, medical, psychiatric, dental and vision care as well as scattered-site housing. Every day, the Sulzbacher Center is home to more than three hundred homeless members of our community – many of whom are children. For more information, please visit www.sulzbachercenter.org.
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